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T Serving in the Lord’s House this Morning, September 13, 2020 T
Organist – David Henning T Choir/Bell Director – Al Borkenhagen
Elders: Jeff Britton, Otto Kersten Jr
CLOSE COMMUNION is the practice of sharing the Sacrament of Holy Communion within a common confession of faith. Lutheran Church Missouri Synod congregations observe this ancient practice. LC-MS visitors are, therefore, cordially invited to commune whenever they are present.
We request, however, that visitors from other confessions wishing to commune at Berea speak with the pastor before the Service. (Nonalcoholic
wine in the individual cup is lighter in color and in the middle of the tray. A non-gluten wafer is available, ask elder before service.)

WORSHIP CARDS/PRAYER REQUESTS Welcome to the Lord’s house this morning as we gather together to be fed
by His very Word and Sacrament. Please take a moment to fill out the worship card in the pew rack and pass it to your
right. It will be collected during the Hymn of the Day. If you have a special prayer concern or need, please write it on the
worship card or use the prayer cards located on the counter in the narthex. Thank you!
GUESTS If you have any questions or concerns, please, don’t hesitate to speak to an usher or elder. We are honored to
have you here today! Children's bulletins are available for your children to fill out or doodle on. If you did not receive
one when you came in please see an usher.
MISSION STATEMENT
Berea Lutheran Church – Confessing, Serving and Living the Crucified and Risen Christ

AS WE GATHER
Forgiveness is filled with questions. How often must I forgive? Is there a limit to the grace of forgiveness?
What is the connection between God’s forgiveness to me and my forgiveness to others? The answer to these
questions lies in Christ. As our heavenly Father has forgiven us, so do we forgive one another in His name. This
forgiveness is clearly and beautifully shown in the example of Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his brothers
and then forgave them because of God’s mercy.

T
Pre-Service Music and Prelude David Henning
851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us

T

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession and Absolution
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination.
P
C

Let us confess our sins to God, confident of His grace and forgiveness to all who are penitent.
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and
sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my
own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all
my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.

P

The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

T
Kyrie

T
LSB 152

A

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

A

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

A

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all
let us pray to the Lord.

A

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

A

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Gloria in Excelsis
A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.

LSB 154

Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

C

Let us pray. O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of
Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis 50:15–21
15
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us
and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your

father gave this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and
fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear,
for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide
for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
L
C

Epistle

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Romans 14:1–12
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats
despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for
God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own
master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
5
One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one
should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the
Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For none of us lives to himself, and
none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, that
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will
all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for it is written,
1

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”
12

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156

Holy Gospel
Matthew 18:21–35
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive
him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times
seven.
23
“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with
his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.
25
And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that
he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him
and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’
29
So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’
30
He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants
saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all
that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should
pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”
21

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

845 Where Charity and Love Prevail

5

Let us recall that in our midst Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined We are in Him made one.

6

For love excludes no race or clan That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all Whose Father is the same.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005702

Sermon
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
C
P

Each petition concludes... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty and everlasting God, deliver us from temptation and the powers of evil, that we may be
faithful unto death and receive from Your hand the crown of everlasting life. Whether we live or
die, we belong to You, and we pray You to comfort us with this promise, that we may join the
company of saints on the day You have appointed and enter into the heavenly places to worship at
Your throne on high; through Jesus Christ, our Lord who taught us to pray…

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Gathering of Our Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings
956 Create in Me

Text and tune: Public domain

T

T

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit,
and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy,
You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a
life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

C

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us
Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei

Sit
Distribution

LSB 163

T

T

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

5

Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.

6

Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

7

Jesus sinners doth receive; Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.

606 I Lay My Sins on Jesus

Text and tune: Public domain

T

T

Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P Let us pray.

C

Gracious Lord, for the sake of Your holy name, forgive us, Your children, whom You have
redeemed through the precious blood of Your dear Son. Deal graciously with us, Your servants, not
according to our weakness and guilt but according to Your love and goodness. Grant to us
forgiveness, peace, and the gift of a clear conscience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
706 Love in Christ Is Strong and Living

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005702

Postlude

OFFERING The offering plates will be located at the entrances of the church. Our offerings
are a significant part of our worship, recognizing that all we have comes from our Lord. We are
just stewards, or managers of all he has given to us. The worship of our tithes and gifts should
be from the best of what we have, and not the leftovers. We offer back that small token of all he
has done for us and pray that these gifts may be used to proclaim His Word faithfully to a dark
and spiritually-starved world.
FLOWERS to beautify our worship space this weekend were provided by Jeff and Leanne
Britton in celebration of their wedding anniversary
BIBLE STUDY Join us this morning after worship in our Faith and Education center as we
begin our study of John’s three letters.
PRAYER OPPORTUNITY Covenant Lutheran Church invites you to join in a “Pray for Our
Nation” prayer vigil on Saturday, September 26, 2020 between 1-3 PM. Masks are required.
This is a quiet time for personal prayer on behalf of our Nation. You may come and go as you
find it convenient. Covenant is located at 8121 W. Hope Avenue, Milwaukee, WI.

PRAYER REQUESTS as of the date of the printing: Welcome! It is not by accident that our Lord has led us here
to this moment. We pray with you for His guidance and encouragement as we strive to be His disciples and share the
message of salvation with others. Amen.

Cancer: Carol Spatzek, breast, Judy Branson, breast, Tom Brueckner, prostate, Julia Grau, granddaughter
of Chet & Marge Grau, eye, Eli Kessler, great nephew of the Heckerts, leukemia, Kathy Schmid, aunt of
Robin Mueller, liver, Randy Clinard, former Berea member, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, Sharon Beay, stepsister of Ray Leidy, eye melanoma, Ron Schroeder, former member, Stem-cell transplant T-Cell lymphoma,
Diane, friend of Shannon Biedenbender (former member), lung,
Hospice: Rev. Richard Borchers, Lutheran Home,
Rehabilitation: Isabelle Olinski, broken wrist, Clementine Human, granddaughter of the Koltons, broken
wrist,
Ongoing needs: Maxine Dudley, severe back pains, Lane Branson, multiple health challenges, Lavonne
Biedenbender, multiple health concerns, Steve Biedenbender, lung disease, Henry Klaves, epilepsy, Irm
Tewes, Luther Manor Monday attendee, severe and continuous pain, Pablo Samayoa, Son of Luis and Emily
Samayoa, Type I Juvenile Diabetes, Mark Brueckner, brother of Tom Brueckner, multiple concerns, Bev
Bergmann, sister-in-law of the Bergmanns, multiple concerns, Kya, great-niece of the Leidys suicidal thoughts
and actions, Jenny Cartwright, niece of the Leidys suicidal thoughts and actions,
Homebound: Dorothy Britton living with daughter, Rose Eisner Home, Elinor Heitman Harwood Place,
Myrt Tetting, living with son,
Birthdays: None
Anniversaries: 9/14 Jeff and Leanne Britton
If there are any additional names you would like to see added to our prayer list or if we have forgotten
someone, please email Pastor Jeff at jmueller47@yahoo.com

